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(The Bach Choir). She has also performed with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
Gabrieli Consort, The Sixteen, The Academy of St Martin in the Fields, St. Gallen 
Bachchor and the Doelen Ensemble. 
 
She has appeared on BBC Radio 2’s iconic Friday Night is Music Night and broadcasts 
for BBC Radios 3 & 4 and with the Dutch Radio Symphony Orchestra as Anne 
Truelove in the television series Of Beauty and Consolation. Her CD Let the Bright 
Seraphim with Baroque trumpeter Crispian Steele-Perkins (Carlton Classics) received 
considerable critical acclaim. Other recordings include Handel Acis and Galatea with 
the Oxford Philomusica (Nimbus); Haydn Stabat Mater with Christ Church Cathedral 
Choir (Griffin) and Edward Joseph Collins Hymn to the Earth with the RSNO and 
Marin Alsop. Film and television work includes soundtracks for the BBC’s Daniel 
Deronda, the film Cashback and Disney’s African Cats 
 

Lauren Young Mezzo-soprano 
 
Scottish mezzo-soprano Lauren Young is a 
graduate of the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland (RCS) Alexander Gibson Opera School 
and an inaugural studio artist at the Mascarade 
Opera Studio in Florence. She is also a Britten 
Pears Young Artist and recipient of an 
Independent Opera Voice Scholarship and 
Fellowship. Earlier this year she was a semi-
finalist in the 42nd Hans Gabor Belvedere 
Singing Competition. 
 
In the current season engagements include 
Mezzo Soloist The Big Opera Mystery and June 
Spoon (cover) Pass the Spoon (Opera North); 
and The Duchess of Plaza-Toro The Gondoliers 
(English Touring Opera). 

 
Among her recent highlights are Rosina Il barbiere di Siviglia (Longborough Festival 
Opera); Baba the Turk The Rake’s Progress, Tisbe La Cenerentola, Mathilde Ottone 
(English Touring Opera); Daughter 6 Akhnaten (English National Opera); Mezzo The 
F*ggots and Their Friends Between Revolutions (Ruhrtriennale Festival); Vanamaka 
Zonnendanz Donizetti’s Viva la Diva (Buxton International Festival); and Witch 
Hansel and Gretel (British Youth Opera/Silent Opera). 
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Her other operatic roles include Erste Mägde Elektra, Flosshilde Das Rheingold 
(Edinburgh Players Opera Group); Lucretia The Rape of Lucretia, Sorceress Dido and 
Aeneas, Jade Boucher Dead Man Walking (UK Staged Premiere); Cherubino Le Nozze 
di Figaro; Madame de Croissy Dialogues des Carmélites (RCS). She has also covered 
Maddalena Rigoletto, Rita The Handmaid’s Tale, Rossweisse The Valkyrie, cover Mrs 
Alexander Satyagraha (English National Opera); Angelina La Cenerentola (British 
Youth Opera); and Zita Gianni Schicchi (RCS). 
 
Recent concert highlights have included A Charm of Lullabies with Malcolm 
Martineau as part of the Britten Pears Arts Britten Song Weekend and Das Lied von 
der Erde with Nicholas Daniels and the Irion Orchestra. Other concert repertoire 
include Verdi Requiem, Duruflé Requiem, Bach B Minor Mass, Magnificat and St. John 
Passion, Rossini Petite Messe Solennelle, Mozart Requiem and Pergolesi Stabat 
Mater. 
 
A keen interpreter of song, Lauren has a special performing relationship with Spanish 
pianist and répétiteur José Javier Ucendo. As a duo, they won the Elgar-Spedding 
Memorial Lieder Prize (RCS), and were finalists in the Oxford Lieder Young Artist 
Platform, they also appeared as young artists at the Leeds Lieder Festival. Lauren also 
performed as part of the Independent Opera Scholar’s Recital at Wigmore Hall and 
the Opera In Song series at Opera Holland Park. 
 

Rhonda Browne Contralto 

Rhonda Browne’s passion for singing began with the 
internationally acclaimed New Zealand Youth Choir, 
and she relocated to London to pursue a solo career. 
Rhonda was awarded the London Wagner Society’s 
Bayreuth Bursary and Audience Prize, was a finalist in 
the Jette Parker Young Artist auditions at the Royal 
Ballet & Opera, and studied on the Singers of 
Tomorrow programme at the National Opera Studio. 
 
In the current season she makes her debut with English 
National Opera as Little Buttercup in Cal McCrystal’s 
acclaimed production of HMS Pinafore. Among her 

recent highlights are Filipyevna Eugene Onegin, Schwertleite Die Walküre (Royal Ballet 
& Opera); The Witch Hansel and Gretel (Lyric Opera Ireland); and Forget Me Not – 
Queer Composers with the Zürich Chamber Orchestra. 
 
Her operatic engagements include Erda Das Rheingold and Siegfried, and 
Schwertleite Die Walküre (Longborough Festival Opera); Filipyevna Eugene Onegin 
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(West Green House Opera); Lady Bertram Mansfield Park (Opera South); Baba The 
Turk The Rake’s Progress (Bury Court Opera); Mistress Bentson Lakmé (Swansea City 
Opera); Witch Hänsel und Gretel (Pop-Up Opera, Iford Arts, Opera in Space, Open 
Door Opera); Auntie Peter Grimes (Nottingham Philharmonic); The Duchess of Plaza 
Toro The Gondoliers, Ludmila The Bartered Bride and created the role of Gudrun in 
the world premiere of Coleridge Taylor’s Thelma (Surrey Opera); Zia Principessa Suor 
Angelica (Talent Unlimited, Giornata Opera); Zita Gianni Schicchi (Fulham Opera); 
staged productions of Handel’s Messiah (The Merry Opera Company); and 
Rossweisse Die Walküre (The Mastersingers). 
 
She has also covered Erda Das Rheingold (Royal Ballet & Opera); Erda Das Rheingold 
and Siegfried, Grimgerde, Schwertleite and Rossweisse Die Walküre and First Norn 
Götterdämmerung (Opera North); First Norn and Flosshilde (Longborough Festival 
Opera); and Ulrica Un ballo in maschera (Iford Arts). 
 
In concert Rhonda has performed Mozart Requiem (New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra); Mahler Das Lied von der Erde (English National Ballet); Elgar Sea Pictures 
(Sheffield Symphony Orchestra); and Wagner Wesendonck Lieder (Manukau 
Symphony Orchestra, Auckland). Other repertoire includes Rossini Petite messe 
solennelle, Bach Weinachtsoratorium, Vivaldi Gloria, Mozart Missa Brevis, Handel 
Messiah, Duruflé Requeim, and Saint Saëns Christmas Oratorio. She has also 
performed recitals in New Zealand, Germany and the UK. 

 
 Robyn Lyn Evans Tenor 

Robyn Lyn Evans is from Ceredigion in mid-Wales 
and is a postgraduate of the Royal College of 
Music, a graduate of Trinity College Carmarthen, 
and a recipient of the Stuart Burrows Bursary. His 
singing career started in the Eisteddfod 
competitions of Wales with highlights including 
the National Eisteddfod of Wales scholarship, 
International Young Singer of the Year Llangollen 
International Eisteddfod, Osborne Roberts 
Memorial Prize, and Lampeter Eisteddfod Blue 
Riband. 
 
In the current season engagements include 
Rodolfo La bohème (Diva Opera);  Ferrando Cosí 

fan tutte (Opera Project / Tobacco Factory Theatres); and Daniéli (cover) Les vêpres 
siciliennes (Royal Ballet & Opera). 
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Among his recent highlights are Lord Cecil and Roberto in Roberto Devereux (Welsh 
National Opera); Canio Pagliacci, Luigi Il tabarro, Macduff Macbeth, Rodolfo La 
bohème, Lensky Eugene Onegin (Mid Wales Opera); Pinkerton Madama Butterfly, 
Ruggero La rondine (West Green House Opera); and Duke of Mantua Rigoletto, 
Cavaradossi Tosca (Diva Opera). 
 
His operatic roles include Rodolfo La bohème (English National Opera, English 
Touring Opera, Opera Project, Diva Opera); Don José, Carmen, Alfredo La traviata, 
Macduff Macbeth (Scottish Opera); Ismaele Nabucco, Lord Hervey Anna Bolena 
(Welsh National Opera); Malcolm Macbeth (Opera North); Don Ottavio Don Giovanni 
(English Touring Opera); Pinkerton Madame Butterfly (Royal Albert Hall); Duke of 
Mantua Rigoletto (Opera Project, Longborough Festival Opera); and Rinuccio Gianni 
Schicchi and Fenton Falstaff (Opera Project). He has also performed Gérald Lakmé, 
Prince Rusalka, Ernesto Don Pasquale, and Ferrando Cosí fan tutte. Roles covered 
include Alfredo La traviata (English National Opera); Henri Les vêpres siciliennes, 
Duke of Mantua Rigoletto, Leicester Maria Stuarda (Welsh National Opera); and 
Tebaldo I Capuleti e i Montecchi (Opera North). 
 
Robyn can be frequently heard on the concert platform with countless performances 
from the oratorio repertoire and appearances which have taken him to the Royal 
Albert Hall, Royal Philharmonic Hall Liverpool, Usher Hall Edinburgh and St David’s 
Hall Cardiff, as well as guest soloist with choirs touring Europe. 
 
He is also in demand on radio and television as a performer as well as a vocal 
commentator for BBC Cymru Television and BBC Radio Cymru and has released two 
solo albums entitled ROBYN LYN…tenor and Robyn Lyn Evans Tenor Ah! mes amis. 
 

 Samuel Pantcheff Baritone 

Samuel Pantcheff is a graduate of the Opera Course 
at the Royal Academy of Music where he studied 
with Glenville Hargreaves and Audrey Hyland, and 
won the Blythe-Buesst Opera Prize. He is also a 
former Britten Pears Young Artist. 
 
In the current season performances include Fabrizio 
La Locandiera (Bampton Classical Opera); 
Guglielmo Così fan tutte (Opera Project / Tobacco 
Factory); Sam Trouble in Tahiti (Mid Wales Opera); 
and Giuseppe The Gondoliers (English Touring 
Opera). 
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Among his most recent highlights are Baritone Soloist What Dreams May Come 
(English Touring Opera); Miles in the Austrian premiere of Stuart MacRae’s 
Anthropocene and Ibn Hakia Iolanta (Salzburger Landestheater); Mann  Zaïde / 
Adama (Theater Aachen); and Marcello La bohème (Regents Opera). 
 
As a member of the solo ensemble at the Salzburger Landstheater his roles included 
Harlekin Ariadne auf Naxos, Papageno Die Zauberflöte, Valentin Faust, Sherasmin 
Oberon, and Joseph Pitt Angels in America by Péter Eötvös. Elsewhere he has 
performed Prince Yamadori Madame Butterfly, Haly L’italiana in Algeri (Diva Opera); 
Juan Juliana (Nova Music Opera); Onegin Eugene Onegin (OperaUpClose); Leporello 
Don Giovanni (Head First Productions); Lumaca La scuola de gelosi (Bampton 
Classical Opera), Sharpless Madame Butterfly (King’s Head Theatre); The King Eight 
Songs for a Mad King (Grimeborn Festival, Saint Petersburg Philharmonia); Papageno 
Die Zauberflöte (Pavilion Opera); Baron Zeta The Merry Widow (Ryedale Festival 
Opera); Guglielmo Così fan tutte (Pop-Up Opera); The Younger Gentleman 
Exposition of a Picture (Buxton International Festival); Aeneas Dido and Aeneas 
(RAO); Fiorello Il barbiere di Siviglia (Cadogan Hall); Ben The Telephone (The Opera 
Box); and L’horloge comtoise/Le chat L’enfant et les sortileges (BBC Symphony 
Orchestra, Barbican). He has also covered Torrero Ainadamar (Scottish Opera). 
 
Among his concert appearances are Purcell Ode to Saint Cecilia (Dunedin Consort); 
Bach Cantatas BWV74 and BWV106 (RAM/Kohn Foundation Bach Cantata Series); 
Handel Messiah (Johannesburg Concert Orchestra); Bach St. Matthew Passion (Israel 
Camerata and at Salisbury Cathedral); Brahms Ein deutsches Requiem (St. John’s 
Smith Square), and a European tour of Bach cantatas as a soloist with the Monteverdi 
Choir at venues including the Musikverein, Concertgebouw, Kölner Philharmonie, 
Nikolaikirche Leipzig, and Barbican. 
 
In recital Sam has performed songs by Schubert at St Martin-in-the-fields, London for 
the Royal Academy’s prestigious Song Circle, Schubert’s Winterreise, Schumann’s 
Dichterliebe, a recital of Beethoven Songs and French Song recital at the Institut 
Français, and two recitals for SONG IN THE CITY with Gavin Roberts. 
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Robert Secret Conductor 
 
Robert Secret was a student at the Royal 
Academy of Music, where he studied 
conducting under Maurice Miles, and won 
the Principal’s Prize and many other awards 
including all the major conducting prizes. He 
went on to work as a professor on the Junior 
Exhibitioners’ course. He studied conducting 
with Jean Fournet & Marius Constant in 

Holland and conducting opera with Sir Edward Downes. He studied the viola with 
Max Rostal in Switzerland and also with Cecil Aronowitz and Manoug Parikian in the 
UK. As a member of the Maurizi quartet, he took part in classes at Snape Maltings 
with the Amadeus Quartet. 
 
As a conductor, he has worked with many orchestral, choral and operatic companies 
and groups. He is best known for founding and conducting Stowe Opera, a 
professional opera company that he initiated in 1991. Other professional groups he 
has conducted include The English Chamber Orchestra, The Czech Philharmonic 
Chamber Orchestra, and The Consortium Pragense. In 2016 he appeared as ‘Enzo’, 
the Italian violinist, in Episode 4 of the BBC1 comedy, “I Want My Wife Back”, starring 
Ben Miller and Caroline Catz. 
 
As conductor of the Oxford Harmonic Choir, Robert has performed many enterprising 
and unusual works, including Britten's War Requiem, Tippett’s A Child of Our Time, 
Dvořák’s The Spectre’s Bride, Spohr's The Last Judgement, Max Bruch's Moses and 
Das Feuerkreuz and Arvo Pärt's Litany. He is a member of the Royal Society of 
Musicians, and an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music. 
 
David Langdon Assistant Conductor 
 
David Langdon trained at the Royal College 
of Music and the Royal School of Church 
Music. Until his retirement he was Director 
of Music at Summer Fields School, Oxford. 
He is an Associate of the Royal College of 
Organists and a Fellow of the National 
College of Music. He enjoys private teaching 
and freelance accompanist work on organ 
and piano. He is the Choir’s accompanist 
and assistant conductor. 
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Oxford Harmonic Choir Members November 2025 
 

 
Soprano 1 
Val Barrie 
Lesley Bishop 
Rachel Bloodworth-Strong 
Rachel Cecil 
Sue Douglas 
Ann Dunn 
Dorothy Field 
Clare Flynn 
Jo Jones 
Margarita Morris 
Joanna Parker 
Diana Pick 
Carolyn Roberts 
Mary Selwood 
Iyiola Solanke 
Jane Verdon 
Hazel Williams 
  

Soprano 2 
Sheila Allen 
Helen Barnard 
Fiona Eddleston 
Sue Ellis 
Pauline Friel 
Elizabeth Gornall 
Valerie Hill 
Helen Howgego 
Laura Hoyano 
Esther Matthews 
Christine Noble 
Bettina Posselt 
Katharine Spackman 
Mel Sweeney 
Mandy Townsend 
Hilary Whitehouse 
Elizabeth Wilson 

Alto 1 
Hilary Bloxsom 
Caroline Butler 
Jane Darke 
Kate Dobson 
Sandie Hardaker 
Natasha Hassall 
Felicity Lusk 
Diana Naumann 
Liz Rapple 
Patricia Salisbury 
Jozefina Shestani 
Kathie Stevens 
Val Stolton 
Pat Strudwick 
Diana Travis 
Gayna Wiles 
Karen Wolff 

Alto 2 
Beatrix Baldauf-Clark 
Jan Boylan 
Rosemary Cameron 
Gillian Cox 
Becky Hagues 
Halcyon Leornard 
Riina Luha 
  

Tenor 1 
John Baker 
Chris Brazier 
Gwen Clarke 
Ivor Spackman 
Inez Sutton 

Tenor 2 
Jeremy Brien 
Phil Butcher 
Vicente Grau 
Phil Legg 
Brian Maccuarta 
Debby Ounsted 
Sue Palmer  

Bass 1 
Paul Bennet 
Tony Blakeborough 
Rainer Bühler 
Roy Darke 
Jonathan Ferrier 
Tony Gillman 
David Morris 
Paul Page 
Roger Sears 
Lee Sims 
Michael Stansfield 

Bass 2 
Michael Brooker 
Dominic Grigg 
Allan Hoyano 
David Kay 
Donald Marshall 
Adam Martin 
Ruwan Weerapperuma 
Robin Wilson 
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Orchestra of Stowe Opera 

 
1st Violins Enrico Alvares, Helen Pitstow, Ron Colyer 

Ayako Yamasaki, Joey Lam, Kate Bailey 
2nd Violins Stephanie Waite, Mike Gemmill, Cara Scoles 

Abbie Adiri, Elana Kenyon-Gewirtz 
Violas Paul Bennett, Yohei Nakajima, Gabor Somfai 
Cellos Julian Metzger, Caroline Ridout, Claire Norman 

Spike Wilson 
Double Basses Phillip Davis, Paul Moore 
Flutes Celia Redgate, Isabelle Carré 
Oboes Christopher Redgate, Maddy Aldis-Evans 
Clarinets Thomas Caldecott, Seb Marshall 
Bassoons Francesca Carpos, Anna Blake 
Trumpets Jack Wilson, John Kerr 
Trombones Jonny Watkins, James Richardson, Simon Young 
Timpani 
Harp 

Keith Crompton 
Jenny Broome 

Organ David Langdon 
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Sing with Oxford

Harmonic Choir!

High-quality choral society

All voices and ages (18+)

Informal voice test when you’re ready

 

Three major concerts a year

Sheldonian Theatre and Oxford Town Hall

Professional conductor, soloists and orchestra

 

Friendly and fun rehearsals

Convenient North Oxford venue

Tuesdays 7.30-9.30pm, September to June

 

New members welcome

Email membership@oxfordharmonicchoir.org

Or visit www.oxfordharmonicchoir.org for more information




